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Introduction
The Programme on Natural Livelihood Resources 
and Poverty Alleviation is a joint Programme by 
Friends of the Earth Netherlands, the Netherlands 
Committee for IUCN and the World Wide Fund for 
Nature Netherlands with funding from the Policy 
Framework for Theme-based Co-financing of the 
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The Programme brings together organisations, 
which recognise that natural resources directly 
sustain the livelihoods of many rural poor.

	  

	  

	   	  



	  

Mission of natureandpoverty*:

To support vulnerable, poor groups of society in 
sustainable use and management of critical 
ecosystems in developing countries;

This support in safeguarding and restoring natural 
livelihood resources is expected to contribute to the 
alleviation of poverty in 17 countries.

The Programme runs from 2003-2006 (budget 15 
million Euros) and carries out activities in 4 
continents through assistance of over 25 affiliate 
partner organizations.

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

The programme’s mission is pursued through three, 
closely interrelated intervention strategies:

1) Direct poverty reduction – the livelihood system 
2) Strengthening of civil society organisations 
3) Influencing policies and policy dialogue

	  



	  

Scope (geographic, sectoral):
The programme is divided into five sub-programmes:

• Forests, Plantations and Poverty Alleviation in Southeast Asia-
Pacific [logging, land rights, monoculture, NTFP, infrastructure]

• Central African Forest and Poverty Alleviation Programme 
[illegal logging, IPs, AFLEGT, bushmeat]

• Safeguarding Natural Marine Resources for Coastal 
Communities in West Africa [sustainable fishing, trade and PA]

• Marine and Coastal Southeast Asia [shrimp production and 
integrated coastal zone management]

• Conserving the Pantanal - South-America [cross boundary 
ecosystem management, eco-tourism]

Focus (international, national and local)
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• Key lessons:
(1) linking NRM & poverty alleviation required different approaches 
depending on circumstances; (2) key is to link ecosystem management 
with governance issues & poverty reduction interventions; (3) NRM has 
to include a clear role & mandate for local communities in order for them 
to reap the benefits of stewardship.

• Learning (Good practices, Quality Management System, Exchange Visits 
& Synergy Meeting)

• Constraints (new funding arrangements, more focus)

• Future Perspective (emphasis on learning, mainstreaming N&P)

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  



Examples of learning:

Role of governance
Governance issues determine for a large part the enabling environment necessary to 
promote sustainable livelihoods for the poor. The natureandpoverty* programme 
focuses on establishing an enabling (governance) environment such as:

• effective involvement of local and regional decision makers,

•putting policies in place that will support the sustainable and equitable use of 
natural resources,

•setting up institutional arrangements at local level to give local communities 
ownership over the natural resources they depend on.

Poverty
Poverty is multi-facetted and different approaches and interventions are required. 
N&P integrated approaches are implemented:

•increasing income of vulnerable groups dependent on natural resources, from 
these resources,

•supporting alternative livelihood incomes,

•introducing new management techniques to increase productivity and lower 
environmental impact,

•community organisation and supporting social services such as literacy.

	  

	  

	  



The End

	  

	  

	  


