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Convention on  
Biological Diversity 

    

Article 10: 

Sustainable Use 

 

    Article 10(c)  

    Protect and encourage customary 
use of biological resources in 
accordance with traditional cultural 
practices that are compatible with 
conservation or sustainable use 
requirements  

 

See also Target 18 2011-2020 SP 

 

    



    10(c) Cases: Where & Who? 

• Venezuela by Sanema and Ye’kwana IPs  
• Guyana by Wapichan IPs 
• Suriname Lokono and Kalina IPs 
• Thailand by Karen and Hmong IPs 
• Cameroon with Baka IPs 
• Bangladesh with Sundarbans resource users (incl. Munda IP) 
• Panama by Guna IP 
 

Bangladesh 



10(c) case studies and 
related publications: 

 
 

• explain customary management 
systems and important role of 
customary laws & institutions. 

• demonstrate value of customary 
practices and traditional knowledge 

• used as education material / transfer 
of traditional knowledge 

• basis of mapping and territorial 
management plans 

• Submitted to CBD Secretariat – input in 
10(c) discussions at international level 
(COP12 in 2014 expected to adopt a 
plan of action on 10c) 

 

 

 

  Also: VIDEOS 

 



Community mapping Community mappers trained 
to collect data 
 
Use of GPS/GIS 
 
Group discussions, interviews 
 
Validations 
 
Corrections and revisions 



GPS adapted: the computer screens are marked with symbols which they can press to 
record an important site or resource 

Cameroon: 

Training to use  GPS systems: 
difficult because most Baka are 
non-literate 







Maps have been 
used to: 

 

• Provide insight in the scope 
of lands, territories and 
resources 

• Demonstrate traditional 
occupation and use of 
resources 

• Increase communities’ 
awareness of territory and 
customary use 

• Explain customary rights to 
governments and companies 



Maps used in negotiations 
and dialogue with 
governments and external 
forces about customary use 
and land and resource rights  
 
 
 



Participatory monitoring 

• Supporting communities 
to undertake participatory 
land tenure assessments 
using innovative hand 
held technology including 
smart phones 

• Community forest 
monitoring (logging, 
mining, land invasions 
etc) 

• Community biodiversity 
and climate change 
monitoring 



Developing community-based management plans 

• Developing management 
plans for conservation, 
use and sustainable 
development of the 
territories 

 



As a last resort 

• Governments which 
ignore their citizens’ 

land rights can be 
challenged in court. 

• Maps have been used 
for cases at the  
Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights 



Combining maps and P-
videos to monitor illegal  

logging activities  



Thailand 

Mae Pa 
Basin 

  

Highland areas of Chomthong District in 

Chiang Mai Province, in both Hmong 

and Karen villages.  The total 

number of villages initially involved in 

the project was 40 villages 

Began implementation in May 2005 
– still continuing 



Example: The hotspot areas of natural resources
 

and distribution of 
Indigenous communities in Thailand  

 
10(c) studies demonstrate that most biodiversity rich areas 
are in indigenous territories and lands 

 







Thailand: land use map of Khuntae village 

Paddy 
795 Rai 

Rotational fields 935 Rai 

Settlement 178 
Rai 

Burial grounds 
296 Rai 

Use forest 
7,159 Rai 

Ritual forest 1,593 
Rai 

Government 
reforestation  

232 Rai 

Community 
conserved 
forest 1,297 
Rai 

Spring area 2,602 
Rai 

Traditional 
forbidden 
forest 67 Rai 

Queen project 
132 Rai 

Public land  
51 Rai 

Total area: 15,337 Rai 

Farming: 1,730 (11.2%) 

Use Forest: 7,210 (47%) 

Conservation 5,855 (38.2%) 

Govt Project: 364 (2.4%) 

Settlements: 178 (1.2%) 

[total forest area: 85.2%] 

 



Demarcating community 
land use zones in areas 
overlapped by the Ob 
Luang National Park 

 





 

 

 



Mapping and 10c contributed to: 
 
Progress from a situation of 
conflict, human rights violations, 
severe limitations on access and 
use and proposed resettlement to 
collaboration and co-management 

Joint Management of 
Protected Areas Project’ in 
Ob Luang National Park was 
considered the most 
successful case in the 
Thailand JoMPA project 
National policy and law 
needs reform 
 



Community biodiversity monitoring 



Wapichan People and 

their territory 

(Guyana) 

 Indigenous people of SW 
Guyana (S Rupununi 
District) 

 Small-scale farmers, 
hunters, gatherers and 
fishers 

 8,900 people in 20 
communities 

 Speak Wapichan, 
Makushi and English  

 Local government: 
Village Councils and 
District Toshaos 

Councils 

 

 

 

 



  



  











• Wapichan territory is a regulated 
commons, not open-access areas 

• Collective ownership and use 

 
 



Sketch maps in 2000 to address 

external pressures 



Community workshops and 
consultations 

To create map legend 
To document land uses, important sites, 

the geographic extent of resource use and 
our attachment to the land (sacred sites 
etc) 

To obtain the correct spellings for places 
and creeks in our own languages 

To plan mapping field trips with mappers 
To review, correct and validate final maps 
To link with 10c study on customary 

sustainable use 



Crucial link between secure land 
and resource rights and 
customary use 

• Customary use and practices 
cannot be disconnected from 
the resources in our 
traditional lands and 
territories 

• Access to and control of 
those resources is a 
fundamental requirement to 
maintain and practise 
customary use and 
traditional knowledge. 

 

Often: no secure rights over 
(part of) traditional territory 



Snapshot of the living map 



Map information 



Map completed in 2010, used to: 

Support Village applications to secure land titles and 
title extensions 
 

Address immediate resource use issues and external 
interventions 

 
Assist village and inter-village decision-making and 

planning for sustainable land use and community 
development 

 
  



WAPICHAN TERRITORIAL 

PLAN: CONTENTS 





 18 public meetings/consultations 

 33 village workshops, including user group discussions 

 26 DTC meetings by sub-district 

 4 joint DTC meetings + 3 joint DTC workshops 

 2 participatory natural resource management studies (use of fire and 
waters/fisheries management) 

 3 participatory livelihood studies (cash crops, livestock, craft) 

 12 intercommunity workshops 

 5 write workshops (SCPDA and DTC): to review and correct different drafts 

 Two large validation assemblies (October 2011) 

 

ACTIVITIES INVOLVED: 



CONTENTS: 

 Objectives: purpose of the plan 

 Vision for Wapichan territory in 25 years hence 

 5 chapters on ‘different kinds of lands’ 

 6 Chapters on different land uses 

 3 Chapters on important places in Wapichan territory 

 2 chapters on development 

 1 chapter on local governance and implementation 



EACH CHAPTER CONTAINS:: 

 Importance of traditional lands and customary use 

 Goals and targets: “Where we want to get to” 

 Land management principles: “How we will do it” 

 Customary laws 

 General agreements and actions 

 Existing and proposed Village Rules 

 Plans and agreed actions for specific places 



MAPS AND FIGURES 

 5 maps 

 2 seasonal calendars: use of 
fire and the Wapichan year 

 Annexes: How the plan was 
drawn up etc 





LAND RIGHTS 

 Definition of land title and title extension proposals 

 Agreed common boundaries between villages 

 Pacts on the customary sharing of lands between all 
villages 

 Agreed boundaries with Wai Wai and Makushi 
neighbours North and South of Wapichan wiizi 

 Details of traditional occupation and use of the land 

 Information on collective attachment to the land 

 Justification for seeking recognition of title in line with 
the Amerindian Act and UNDRIP 



KANOKO: FOREST 



ACTIONS AND AGREEMENTS 

 Setting up Wapichan Conserved Forest 

 Caring for forest resources  

 Strict controls on commercial lumbering 

 No destructive developments 

 Teaching forest skills and traditional 
knowledge to young Wapichan people  

 DTCs will support villages to carry out an 
inventory of timber and non-timber 
resources 

 



WAPICHAN CONSERVED FOREST 





BARAAZ: SAVANNAH 



ACTIONS AND AGREEMENTS 

 Keep open rangelands and limit fencing 

 All ranchers will respect the customary rights of other 
villagers to hunt, fish and gather on the savannah 

 Keep on sharing grazing lands between villages 

 Villages will  care for cultural heritage sites (rock carvings) 

 Springs, salt licks and wildlife habitats will be protected as 
community conserved sites 

 Village Councils and elders will work to promote controlled 
burning based on traditional knowledge and fire study 



RIVERS, CREEKS AND 

WETLANDS 



FARMING 



HUNTING AND FISHING 



GATHERING 



USE OF FIRE 



IMPORTANT PLACES 



DEVELOPMENT 



ACTIONS AND AGREEMENTS 

 Harmful development will not be allowed on Wapichan lands 

 The collective right to FPIC must be respected by project 
developers, outsiders and government agencies 

 FPIC right applies to decisions and actions affecting all 
traditional lands (titled and untitled) 

 Community development will build on local skills and knowledge 
and will value Wapichan language and customs 

 DTCs will seek allies to support community plans for health, 
education, food security, income generation, cultural 
development and sports 

 Villages will set up a Wapichan Institute to promote community 
rights and culture and build the capacity of young people 

 



External interventions/pressures 
• mining 
• logging and plantations 
• infrastructure projects 
• dams 
• protected areas 
• REDD+ 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 

FPIC! 



GOVERNANCE 

 







Next steps 

 Dissemination of the final Wapichan map and plan 
in all villages and satellite communities (poster 
campaigns, public meetings, school talks etc) 

 Village Councils to follow up land title extension 
applications as a priority 

 Ongoing dialogue with the MoAA and other 
government agencies, including new protected 
area authority (both for KMPA and WCF) 

 DTCs and allies seeking funding for follow-up 
project  

 

 



Follow up project 

 Formation of inter-community committee to watch over 
Wapichan Conserved Forest 

 Establishment of forest/territorial monitoring groups 
backed by innovative technology (smart phones etc) 

 Setting up of an interactive local community mapping 
and land use planning unit (based in the villages) 

 Construction of a Wapichan web site 

 Piloting initiatives for a Wapichan forest university 

 Local summit on mining, rights and the environment 

 Dedicated project on livelihoods and income generation 
(follow-up to 2011 studies) 



Next steps 

 We appeal to the government, international 

agencies and allies in Guyana and beyond to 

support us in our efforts. We ask them to 

recognise our rights and to help us move this 

plan forward. Let us work together to realise the 

vision of the Wapichan people for this beautiful 

land we call Wapichan wiizi. 
 Toshaos Patrick Gomes and Haibert Wilson, February 2012 



We love our beautiful land that we call  
Wapichan wiizi 



Secure community land rights are 

proven to help protect forests... 



Some Evidence for Community Conservation 

(i) Communities’ protect forests better than Parks 

• CIFOR compared 40 Protected Areas and 33 
Community-managed Forests in 16 countries: 
Community managed forests protected their forests 
six times better than Protected Areas (CIFOR 2011) 

(ii) Indigenous peoples protect ecosystems:  

• In terms of reducing deforestation ”In Latin 
America,where indigenous areas can be identified, 
they are found to have extremely large impacts on 
reducing deforestation” (World Bank IEG 2011: 9)  

 
 

 

 




