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Presentation Overview 



Introduction  

In Cameroon, Land tenure and conservation land are governed both by 
written law and customary law. There are 4 main written laws that govern 
this issue: 

• Ordinance N

 

74-1 of 6 July 1974 to establish rules governing land tenure 

• Ordinance N

 

74-02 of 6 July 1974 to establish rules governing State land 

• Law N

 

85-09 of 4 July 1985 concerning the procedure governing 

expropriation for a public purpose and the terms and conditions of 
compensation  

• Law N

 

94-01 of 20 January 1994 to lay down forestry, wildlife and fisheries 

regulations 

 Unwritten/customary law continues to govern traditional land tenure and  
conservation land even if it is not recognised to give land property. 

 with its 2035 Economic Growth and Employment Strategy Document, 
conservation land faces other land use such as mines, gas/oil projects, agro 
industrial plantations,…  

 



Typology of land areas for conservation in Cameroon  

 

A- Land areas for conservation under Forestry Law :  

 Permanent forest estate (PFE): Lands used solely for forestry and/or as a 
wildlife habitat. 

o State Forests 
• Protected areas (National Parks, wildlife reserve, wildlife sanctuary …) 
• Forest reserves (dedicated to fulfill various forest use objectives): strict 

ecological reserves, floral reserves, protection forests, recreational forests, 
research and teaching forests; production forests, … 

o Communal/Council Forests: (forest which has been officially classified for the 
benefit of the council in question or has been planted by it on a council area) 

 Non permanent forest estate (NPFE): lands that may be used for other 
purposes than forestry 

• National forests 
• Community forest (forest which is covered by a management agreement 

between a village community and the Forests Administration) 
• Forests belonging to individuals 
B- Land areas for conservation under customary law: sacred forest 
• Lands created by traditional authorities to stay forever and preserved over 

generations 
• Place where  communities worship their god and make socio-cultural rituals 
• Pre-colonial protected areas in Cameroon and in Africa.  

 

 



Overall land areas currently under conservation in Cameroon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Permanent Forest estate 

o Protected areas stricto sensus (4,280,361 ha) 

• 18 National parks with 2,862,631 ha and 7 proposed national parks with 563,532 
ha. The total area to be is 3,436,406 ha 

• 5 Wildlife reserves with 702,625 ha 

• 3 Wildlife sanctuaries with 94,655 ha and 1 proposed WS with 45,675 ha; 

• 1 Flora sanctuary on 1,000 ha. 

o Other conservation lands in Permanent forest 

• 111 Forest Management Units with a total area of 7,005,550 hectares 

• 72 forest reserves with a total area of 901,803 hectares 

• 71 hunting zones on 3,333,285 hectares 

• 34 communal forests with a total area of 872,857 hectares 

 Non permanent forest estate 

• 342 community forests covering 1,182,624 hectares 

 550 studied Sacred forest in 6 regions covering 9,062 ha 

Observations: permanent land and proposed ones cover around 16,683,779 ha 
representing 35%, surpassing the minimum of 30% target stipulated by the 1994 
forestry law. This area is above land with mining permit allocation (14,436,008) and 
agro industrial parcels (334,308 ha data available) 



General trends in land under conservation since 2000 

 

Before 2000 From 2000 to 

2012 

Proposed Total 

Nber Areas (ha) Nber  Areas(ha) Nber Areas(ha) Nber Areas(ha) 

National parks 7 1,031,900 11 1,830,731 7 563,532 25 3,436,406 

Wildlife reserves 5 702,625 0 0 0 0 5 702,625 

Wildlife sanctuary 1 66,000 2 28,655 1 45,675 4 140,330 

Flora sanctuary 0 0 1 1,000 0 0 1 1,000 

Forest reserve Before 2004 From 2004 to 2012 0 0 72 901,803 

86 1,553,400 -14 -651,597 

FMU 105 6,961,700 6 43,850 0 0 111 7,005,550 

Communal Forest 0 0 34 826,226 0 0 34 826,226 

Potential of Sacred 

Forest in 6 Regions 

1,361 46,920 0 0 0 0 1,361 46,920 
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• The permanent land increase globally: this increase is in line with the 
minimum of 17% of land area to be under protected area coverage by 2020 stipulated 

by Aichi Biodiversity Targets. This global increase is also due to the objectives of the 

Government to promote employment opportunities in the forest sector, to protect and 

valorise biodiversity, to fight against desertification and in respect with its regional and 

international obligations. 

• The increase of national parks is resulted mainly from the reclassification of 
forest reserve 

• The increase of communal and community forests is the result of the 
decentralisation law in 2004 and the strategy of the State to gradually exploit 
communal forest and start  the exploitation of community forest for the 
development of silviculture and logging. 

• The decrease of forest reserve: The primary driver of this change was the 
recent conversion of forest reserves to other land uses (Forest management 
unit, protected areas) 

• The relative increase of FMU is due to the fact that the government want to 
promote the emergence and exploitation of forest plantations to the detriment 
of natural forests. 

• The relatively stability of sacred forest: more than 74% of sacred forests 
studied are well protected and not subject to degradation due to the strong 
cultural and spiritual values of this site. But if nothing is done urgently, sacred 
forest would be subject to degradation (agriculture, conflicts between villages, 
the decrease in traditional beliefs, bush fires …) 



 Positive impacts (Part of the solution) 

• The development of tourism: Tourism in protected areas is an important source 

of revenue for many countries. The objective of the Country is to double the 

number of foreign tourist each year. 

• Job creation: e.g. The Benoué National Park for example, employs more than 40 

people. 

• Socio-cultural and spiritual value of sacred forest: customary court, traditional 

religion …   

• Rights for community to manage their forest 

 Negative impacts (part of the problem) 

• Economic risks: poverty and food insecurity 

• Non compensation or inadequate compensation 

• Conflicts with populations 

• Human Wildlife conflict 

• Lost of right to food, right to land, water and natural resources 

Impacts of land use for conservation on local 
population 



 Permanent forest estate 

• Legislation: Cameroon forest law stipulates that the setting up or extension of a 

conservation land may only be carried out after the persons whose rights are 

affected by the project have been compensated in accordance with the relevant 

rules and regulations.  

• Implementation: no free, prior informed consent of the population, non 

compensation or inadequate compensation 

 Community forest: implication of community both in the legislation and in the 

implementation 

 Sacred forest: It is an obligation for traditional authorities to create sacred forest in 

the interest of the whole community.  

The implication of community in Land use for 
conservation gazettement 



Key recommendations 

•Associate traditional authorities in the process of land use for conservation and 

urgently make additional study to know the real national coverage of sacred 

forests 

•Give the status of protected areas sui generis to sacred forests and recognize 

land management and land ownership by customary law 

•Land tenure should be strengthen, so that communities can fight back to protect 

their land, and to build global protocols that protect land rights and discourage 

land grabs.  

•Clear collaboration between ministries acting in conservation areas (Ministry of 

Agriculture, Ministry of Mining, Ministry of Land Tenure, Ministry of Energy, etc) 

•Review the mining law in order to make it consistent with forestry law, the 

environment framework law and the recognition and protection of communities' 

rights 

•Put in place a real strategy of REDD+ in rural areas 



      

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 
Guy Jules KOUNGA , Associate research fellow, Centre for International 
Sustainable Development Law 
London  26 March 2013 

 

 

 


